
Matthew 11:11-19 
Jesus and John the Baptist (continued) 
 

Verse Details Keywords Revelation Application 
Matthew 
11:11 
 

Jesus declares that among those 
born of women, no one greater 
has arisen than John the 
Baptist; yet even the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. 

Greater (megas) – of great 
status or importance; 
Kingdom (basileia) – 
reign or rule of God. 

John’s greatness was in 
his role as forerunner, 
but the new covenant 
offers greater spiritual 
privilege to those in 
Christ. 

Honor those who 
prepare the way for 
others, but rejoice in 
your access to God’s 
kingdom through 
Jesus. 

Matthew 
11:12 
 

“From the days of John the 
Baptist until now, the kingdom 
of heaven has been subjected to 
violence, and violent people 
have been raiding it.” 

Violence (biazō) – 
forceful pursuit or 
pressing in; Kingdom – 
God’s reign breaking into 
the world. 

The coming of God’s 
kingdom meets both 
spiritual resistance and 
passionate pursuit. 

Pursue God’s kingdom 
with determination and 
resist spiritual 
opposition with faith. 

Matthew 
11:13 
 

“For all the Prophets and the 
Law prophesied until John.” 

Prophesied (prophēteuō) 
– to foretell or declare 
God’s truth. 

John marks the end of 
the Old Testament 
prophetic era and the 
beginning of the 
Messianic fulfillment. 

Recognize Jesus as the 
fulfillment of all 
prophecy and God’s 
promises. 

Matthew 
11:14 
 

“And if you are willing to 
accept it, he is the Elijah who 
was to come.” 

Elijah – the prophetic 
forerunner; Accept 
(dechomai) – to receive 
truth openly. 

John came in the spirit 
and power of Elijah, 
fulfilling Malachi’s 
prophecy of the 
forerunner. 

Be open to God’s 
revelation—even when 
it comes in unexpected 
forms. 

Matthew 
11:15 
 

“Whoever has ears, let them 
hear.” 

Hear (akouō) – to listen 
with understanding and 
obedience. 

Jesus calls for spiritual 
discernment—many 
hear but do not truly 
listen. 

Listen deeply to God’s 
Word and apply it with 
obedience. 
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Verse Details Keywords Revelation Application 
Matthew 
11:16 
 

“To what can I compare this 
generation? They are like 
children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling out 
to others.” 

Generation (genea) – 
people of a particular 
time; Compare (homoiō) – 
to make similar. 

Jesus exposes the 
spiritual immaturity 
and fickleness of His 
generation. 

Guard against spiritual 
apathy—don’t treat the 
gospel as a game or 
debate. 

Matthew 
11:17 
 

“We played the pipe for you, 
and you did not dance; we 
sang a dirge, and you did not 
mourn.” 

Pipe – joyful song; Dirge 
– funeral lament. 

The people rejected 
both John’s call to 
repentance and Jesus’ 
message of grace. 

Respond to God’s 
message—don’t miss 
Him because His 
methods don’t fit your 
expectations. 

Matthew 
11:18 
 

“For John came neither 
eating nor drinking, and they 
say, ‘He has a demon.’” 

Demon (daimonion) – evil 
spirit; Neither eating nor 
drinking – life of 
asceticism. 

John’s strictness led 
people to reject him as 
too extreme. 

Don’t judge God’s 
servants by outward 
appearance—look at the 
fruit of their ministry. 

Matthew 
11:19 
 

“The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they 
say, ‘Here is a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners.’ But 
wisdom is proved right by 
her deeds.” 

Wisdom (sophia) – divine 
insight; Deeds (ergon) – 
actions confirming truth. 

Both John and Jesus 
were misunderstood, 
but God’s wisdom is 
proven by the results of 
their work. 

Stay faithful—truth is 
validated over time, not 
by public opinion. 

 
Summary Revelation	
This	section	reveals	that	spiritual greatness is not measured by fame or power but by faithfulness and 
revelation. John the Baptist’s mission fulfilled the Law and Prophets, preparing the way for Christ, yet the people’s hardened 
hearts caused them to reject both John’s repentance and Jesus’ grace. 
The message: God’s truth will always confront human expectations—but wisdom is proven by those who humbly respond 
to it. 
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Cross References 

Matthew 11:11 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

• Cross References 
o Luke 7:28 – “Among those born of women there is no one greater than John.” 
o John 3:29–30 – John says, “He must increase, I must decrease.” 
o Ephesians 2:6 – Believers are seated with Christ in heavenly places. 

• Theme: Greatness in God’s kingdom is measured not by human status but by relationship to Christ. 

 

Matthew 11:12 

“From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to violence, and violent people have been 
raiding it.” 

• Cross References 
o Luke 16:16 – “The good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing their way into it.” 
o Philippians 3:12–14 – Pressing on to take hold of that for which Christ took hold of us. 
o 1 Timothy 6:12 – “Fight the good fight of faith.” 

• Theme: The kingdom advances through spiritual struggle and perseverance. 

 

Matthew 11:13 

“For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John.” 



• Cross References 
o Luke 16:16 – The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. 
o Romans 10:4 – “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.” 
o Hebrews 1:1–2 – God spoke through the prophets, but now through His Son. 

• Theme: John bridges the old and new covenants—the last prophet before fulfillment in Christ. 

 

Matthew 11:14 

“And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come.” 

• Cross References 
o Malachi 4:5–6 – “I will send the prophet Elijah before the great and dreadful day of the Lord.” 
o Luke 1:17 – John comes in the spirit and power of Elijah. 
o John 1:21 – John denies being Elijah in person but fulfills his mission in spirit. 

• Theme: John fulfills prophecy as the forerunner preparing hearts for the Messiah. 

 

Matthew 11:15 

“Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 

• Cross References 
o Revelation 2:7 – “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
o Matthew 13:9 – “Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 
o Proverbs 2:2 – “Turn your ear to wisdom and apply your heart to understanding.” 

• Theme: Spiritual hearing is required to understand God’s truth. 

 

Matthew 11:16 



“To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others.” 

• Cross References 
o Luke 7:31–32 – Parallel passage comparing the generation to unresponsive children. 
o Isaiah 30:9–10 – A rebellious people who will not listen to the Lord’s instruction. 
o 2 Timothy 4:3–4 – People will turn aside from sound doctrine. 

• Theme: Spiritual immaturity and stubbornness hinder people from responding to truth. 

 

Matthew 11:17 

“We played the pipe for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.” 

• Cross References 
o Luke 7:32 – The people rejected both John and Jesus. 
o Ecclesiastes 3:4 – “A time to weep and a time to laugh.” 
o Matthew 23:37 – “How often I longed to gather your children... but you were not willing.” 

• Theme: People’s hearts resist God’s message, regardless of tone or messenger. 

 

Matthew 11:18 

“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’” 

• Cross References 
o Luke 7:33 – “John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine.” 
o Mark 1:6 – John’s simple lifestyle and diet in the wilderness. 
o 2 Kings 1:8 – Elijah also wore simple garments and lived apart from luxury. 

• Theme: The world rejects God’s messengers when they don’t fit its expectations. 

 



Matthew 11:19 

“The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 
But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.” 

• Cross References 
o Luke 7:34–35 – Parallel passage on Jesus’ compassion and wisdom. 
o Matthew 9:10–13 – Jesus eats with sinners to call them to repentance. 
o James 3:17 – “The wisdom that comes from heaven is pure, peace-loving, full of mercy and good fruit.” 

• Theme: True wisdom is revealed through righteous fruit, not public opinion. 

 


