
Matthew 10:34-42 
Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles (continued) 
 

Verse Details Keywords Revelation Application 
Matthew 
10:34 
 

Jesus declares that He did 
not come to bring peace to 
the earth, but a sword. 

Sword (machaira) – 
instrument of division, 
not violence; Peace 
(eirēnē) – harmony, 
reconciliation. 

The message of Christ 
divides truth from 
falsehood and loyalty 
to Him from 
compromise. 

Following Christ may 
cause division, but 
truth and allegiance 
to Him must come 
first. 

Matthew 
10:35 
 

“For I have come to turn a 
man against his father, a 
daughter against her mother.” 

Turn (dichazō) – to divide 
or separate sharply. 

Jesus fulfills prophecy 
that loyalty to Him will 
divide even families. 

Stand firm for Christ 
even when family or 
friends oppose your 
faith. 

Matthew 
10:36 
 

“A man’s enemies will be the 
members of his own 
household.” 

Enemies (echthros) – 
those hostile to one’s 
beliefs. 

True discipleship may 
bring conflict with 
those closest to you. 

Choose Christ over 
comfort—faithfulness 
matters more than 
approval. 

Matthew 
10:37 
 

“Anyone who loves father or 
mother more than me is not 
worthy of me.” 

Worthy (axios) – 
deserving, fit for; Love 
(phileō) – a\ection, 
deep attachment. 

Christ demands 
supreme love and 
loyalty above all 
relationships. 

Make Jesus your 
highest priority and 
let love for Him shape 
all other loves. 

Matthew 
10:38 
 

“Whoever does not take up 
their cross and follow me is 
not worthy of me.” 

Cross (stauros) – symbol 
of death, self-denial, 
su\ering. 

Following Christ 
requires self-sacrifice 
and daily surrender. 

Embrace the cost of 
discipleship and carry 
your cross with 
perseverance. 
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Verse Details Keywords Revelation Application 
Matthew 
10:39 
 

“Whoever finds their life 
will lose it, and whoever 
loses their life for my sake 
will find it.” 

Life (psychē) – soul, self, 
identity; Lose (apollymi) 
– to surrender or give up. 

True life is found in 
surrender; clinging to 
self leads to spiritual 
loss. 

Live surrendered—real 
life begins when you 
give it to Christ. 

Matthew 
10:40 
 

“Anyone who welcomes 
you welcomes me, and 
anyone who welcomes me 
welcomes the one who 
sent me.” 

Welcome (dechomai) – 
receive with openness; 
Sent (apostellō) – 
commissioned by 
authority. 

To receive Christ’s 
messengers is to 
receive Christ 
Himself. 

Show hospitality and 
honor those who serve 
in God’s name. 

Matthew 
10:41 
 

“Whoever welcomes a 
prophet will receive a 
prophet’s reward.” 

Prophet – one who 
speaks for God; Reward 
(misthos) – recompense, 

God rewards even the 
smallest acts of faith 
shown to His 
servants. 

Support and bless 
those doing God’s 
work—your reward is 
shared in their 
mission. 

Matthew 
10:42 
 

“If anyone gives even a cup 
of cold water to one of 
these little ones because 
he is my disciple, they will 
not lose their reward.” 

Little ones – humble 
followers; Cup of cold 
water – simplest act of 
kindness. 

God values even the 
smallest act done in 
His name; nothing 
goes unnoticed. 

Serve with humility—
every act of love done 
for Christ counts 
eternally. 

 
Summary Revelation	
Jesus	closes	His	commission	with	both	a	warning	and	a	promise:	following Him demands full devotion, even 
when it brings division and cost,	but	it	also	brings	deep reward and divine recognition. 
True	disciples	love Christ above all, carry their cross daily, and serve others with humility—knowing	that	every 
act of faithfulness, from bearing hardship to o?ering a cup of water, matters in eternity.	
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Cross References 

Matthew 10:34 

“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.” 

• Cross References 
o Luke 12:51 – “Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division.” 
o Hebrews 4:12 – “The word of God is sharper than any double-edged sword.” 
o John 7:43 – “Thus the people were divided because of Jesus.” 

• Theme: Christ’s message divides—truth always confronts sin and demands decision. 

 

Matthew 10:35 

“For I have come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother.” 

• Cross References 
o Micah 7:6 – “A son dishonors his father, a daughter rises up against her mother.” 
o Luke 14:26 – “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother… he cannot be my disciple.” 
o John 9:22 – The blind man’s parents fear the Jews for confessing Christ. 

• Theme: Loyalty to Christ supersedes family ties—discipleship brings relational cost. 

 

Matthew 10:36 

“A man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.” 

• Cross References 
o Psalm 41:9 – “Even my close friend, someone I trusted, has turned against me.” 



o Matthew 24:10 – “Many will betray and hate each other.” 
o John 15:18–19 – “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.” 

• Theme: Discipleship invites opposition, even from those closest to you. 

 

Matthew 10:37 

“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me.” 

• Cross References 
o Deuteronomy 6:5 – “Love the Lord your God with all your heart.” 
o Luke 14:26–27 – True disciples must place Christ above family and self. 
o John 12:25 – “Anyone who loves their life will lose it.” 

• Theme: Christ requires supreme devotion—He must be loved above all others. 

 

Matthew 10:38 

“Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me.” 

• Cross References 
o Luke 9:23 – “Take up your cross daily and follow me.” 
o Galatians 2:20 – “I have been crucified with Christ.” 
o 1 Peter 2:21 – “Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example.” 

• Theme: True discipleship means self-denial, suffering, and surrender. 

 

Matthew 10:39 

“Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.” 



• Cross References 
o John 12:25 – “Those who love their life will lose it.” 
o Philippians 3:8–9 – Paul counts all things loss for Christ. 
o Mark 8:35 – “Whoever loses their life for me and the gospel will save it.” 

• Theme: Life’s paradox—gain comes through loss; self-denial leads to true life. 

 

Matthew 10:40 

“Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.” 

• Cross References 
o Luke 10:16 – “Whoever listens to you listens to me.” 
o John 13:20 – “Whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” 
o 2 Corinthians 5:20 – “We are Christ’s ambassadors.” 

• Theme: Receiving Christ’s messengers equals receiving Christ Himself. 

 

Matthew 10:41 

“Whoever welcomes a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward.” 

• Cross References 
o 1 Kings 17:9–16 – The widow who provided for Elijah was blessed abundantly. 
o 2 Kings 4:8–10 – The Shunammite woman who hosted Elisha was rewarded with a son. 
o Hebrews 6:10 – “God will not forget your work and the love you have shown Him.” 

• Theme: God honors those who support His servants. 

 

 



Matthew 10:42 

“If anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones… they will certainly not lose their reward.” 

• Cross References 
o Mark 9:41 – “Anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name will not lose their reward.” 
o Proverbs 19:17 – “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord.” 
o Hebrews 13:2 – “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers.” 

• Theme: God values every act of kindness done in His name, no matter how small. 

 


