
Matthew 12:15-21 
Jesus, God’s Chosen Servant 
 

Verse Details Keywords Revelation Application 
Matthew 
12:15 
 

Jesus, aware of the 
Pharisees’ plot, 
withdraws. Large 
crowds follow Him, 
and He heals them all. 

Withdrew (anachōreō) – to 
step back, avoid 
conflict; Healed (therapeuō) 
– to serve, restore fully. 

Jesus avoids unnecessary 
confrontation—not from 
fear, but to fulfill God’s 
timing; His compassion 
remains constant. 

You don’t always have to 
fight every battle. It is 
godly to withdraw and 
focus on healing and 
serving others. 

Matthew 
12:16 
 

He warns them not to 
tell others about Him. 

Warned (epetimēsen) – to 
strictly command; Make 
known (phaneron) – to 
reveal openly. 

Jesus avoids premature 
fame to stay aligned with 
the Father’s plan. 

Serve God quietly. Not 
every act of obedience 
needs public attention or 
applause. 

Matthew 
12:17 
 

This was to fulfill what 
was spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah. 

Fulfill (plēroō) – to 
complete, bring to full 
meaning. 

Jesus’ actions are not 
random—everything 
aligns with prophecy. 

God’s promises are 
trustworthy. His plan is 
unfolding even when you 
don’t see the full picture 
yet. 

Matthew 
12:18 
 

“Here is my servant 
whom I have chosen, 
the one I love, in whom 
I delight; I will put my 
Spirit on Him, and He 
will proclaim justice to 
the nations.” 

Servant (pais) – beloved 
Son, 
servant; Justice (krisis) – 
righteous 
judgment; Nations (ethnē) – 
Gentiles, all peoples. 

Jesus is the gentle yet 
powerful Servant-King, 
filled with the Spirit, 
bringing justice not just to 
Israel but to all nations. 

You are loved and chosen, 
just as Jesus was. Let the 
Spirit of God empower 
your purpose. 

Matthew 
12:19 
 

“He will not quarrel or 
cry out; no one will 
hear His voice in the 
streets.” 

Quarrel (erizō) – argue 
loudly; Cry out (kraugazō) 
– shout or protest. 

Jesus’ ministry is marked 
by humility—not force or 
noise, but quiet authority. 

You don’t need to be loud 
to be powerful. Humility is 
a mark of divine strength. 
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Verse Details Keywords Revelation Application 
Matthew 
12:20 

“A bruised reed He will not 
break, and a smoldering wick 
He will not snuff out, till He 
leads justice to victory.” 

Bruised reed – weak, 
damaged 
person; Smoldering wick – 
faint, struggling 
faith; Victory (nikos) – 
triumph, complete 
overcoming. 

Jesus is gentle with the 
broken and weak; His 
justice is both 
compassionate and 
victorious. 

God doesn’t discard 
the hurting—He 
restores them. Give 
your weakness to Him; 
He won’t crush you. 

Matthew 
12:21 
 

“In His name the nations will 
put their hope.” 

Hope (elpizō) – to trust, 
wait with 
confidence; Nations (ethnē) 
– Gentiles. 

Jesus is the global 
hope—not only for 
Israel, but for every 
nation, tribe, and 
person. 

Place your hope in 
Jesus alone. Share that 
hope with others—He 
is the Savior of the 
world. 

 
 
 
 
Summary Revelation	
Jesus	is	the	Gentle Messiah—powerful	yet	humble,	compassionate	toward	the	broken,	ful9illing	prophecy,	and	
bringing	justice	and	hope	to	all	nations.	He	does	not	crush	the	weak	but	heals	them	and	leads	justice	to	victory.	
	
Jesus	is	the	fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy—the	humble,	Spirit-9illed	Servant	of	God	who	brings	justice,	healing,	
and	hope	to	the	broken	and	to	every	nation.	He	does	not	conquer	with	force	but	with	compassion,	faithfulness,	
and	mercy.	
 
 
 
 
 



Cross References 

Matthew 12:15 

“Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from that place. A large crowd followed him, and he healed all who were ill.” 

• Cross References: 
o John 7:1 – Jesus avoids Judea because the Jews were looking to kill Him. 
o Mark 3:6–7 – Jesus withdraws to the sea to avoid confrontation; crowds follow. 
o Matthew 14:13 – Jesus withdraws after hearing of John’s death, yet still has compassion. 

• Theme: Withdrawing is not weakness—it is wisdom. Jesus avoids conflict to continue His mission of mercy. 

 

Matthew 12:16 

“He warned them not to tell others about him.” 

• Cross References: 
o Matthew 8:4 – Jesus tells the healed leper to tell no one. 
o Mark 1:43–44 – Jesus strictly charges silence after healing. 
o John 6:15 – Jesus withdraws when the crowd tries to make Him king by force. 

• Theme: Jesus chooses God’s timing over human popularity. Obedience is more important than attention. 

 

Matthew 12:17 

“This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah.” 

• Cross References: 
o Matthew 1:22 – “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet.” 



o Matthew 2:15, 2:23; 4:14 – Repeated fulfillment of prophecy in Jesus’ life. 
o Luke 24:27 – Jesus shows that all Scripture points to Him. 

• Theme: Jesus is the fulfillment of prophecy—God keeps His promises. 

 

Matthew 12:18 (Quotes Isaiah 42:1) 

“Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to 
the nations.” 

• Cross References: 
o Isaiah 42:1 – The original prophecy of the coming Servant. 
o Matthew 3:16–17 – The Father declares His love as the Spirit descends on Jesus. 
o Acts 10:38 – God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and power. 

• Theme: Jesus is the Spirit-filled, beloved Servant who brings justice to all nations. 

 

Matthew 12:19 

“He will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets.” 

• Cross References: 
o Isaiah 42:2 – The Servant does not shout or raise His voice. 
o Philippians 2:5–8 – Jesus humbled Himself. 
o 1 Peter 2:23 – He did not retaliate when insulted, but entrusted Himself to God. 

• Theme: God’s power is shown through humility, not loudness or force. 

 

 



Matthew 12:20 

“A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he has brought justice through to victory.” 

• Cross References: 
o Isaiah 42:3 – The gentle nature of God’s Servant. 
o Psalm 34:18 – God is near to the brokenhearted. 
o Matthew 11:28–29 – “Come to me…and I will give you rest.” 
o Hebrews 4:15 – Jesus understands our weakness. 

• Theme: Jesus is gentle with the broken—He restores weakness, not crushes it. 

 

Matthew 12:21 

“In his name the nations will put their hope.” 

• Cross References: 
o Isaiah 42:4 – “In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” 
o Romans 15:12 – “In him the Gentiles will hope.” 
o Acts 13:47 – “I have made you a light for the Gentiles…” 
o John 1:29 – Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

• Theme: Jesus is the hope of all nations—not just Israel. His salvation is global. 

 


