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Judgment for the Unbelievers 
 

Verse Details Keywords Revelation Application 
Matthew 
11:20 
 

Jesus	begins	to	denounce	the	
towns	where	most	of	His	
miracles	were	performed	
because	they	did	not	repent. 

Denounce	(oneidizō)	–	to	
rebuke	strongly;	Repent	
(metanoeō)	–	to	change	
one’s	mind	or	direction. 

Miracles	are	meant	to	
lead	people	to	
repentance,	not	just	
amazement. 

Don’t	just	witness	God’s	
power—respond	with	a	
changed	heart	and	life. 

Matthew 
11:21 
 

“Woe	to	you,	Chorazin!	Woe	to	
you,	Bethsaida!	For	if	the	
miracles	done	in	you	had	been	
done	in	Tyre	and	Sidon,	they	
would	have	repented	long	ago.” 

Woe	(ouai)	–	an	expression	
of	sorrow	and	warning;	
Repented	(metanoeō)	–	
turned	away	from	sin. 

Jesus	condemns	spiritual	
indifference—privilege	
increases	responsibility. 

Respond	quickly	to	
conviction—greater	
light	demands	a	greater	
response. 

Matthew 
11:22 
 

“It	will	be	more	bearable	for	
Tyre	and	Sidon	on	the	day	of	
judgment	than	for	you.” 

Bearable	(anektos)	–	
tolerable;	Judgment	
(krisis)	–	divine	verdict	or	
decision. 

There	are	degrees	of	
accountability	before	
God	based	on	knowledge	
received. 

Take	God’s	Word	
seriously—the	more	
truth	you	know,	the	
more	you’re	
accountable	for. 

Matthew 
11:23 
 

“And	you,	Capernaum,	will	you	
be	lifted	to	the	heavens?	No,	you	
will	go	down	to	Hades.” 

Hades	–	realm	of	the	dead;	
Lifted	(hypsoō)	–	to	exalt	
or	raise	high. 

Pride	leads	to	downfall;	
spiritual	privilege	
without	repentance	
brings	destruction. 

Stay	humble	and	
repentant—God	resists	
the	proud	but	gives	
grace	to	the	humble. 

Matthew 
11:24 
 

“But	I	tell	you	that	it	will	be	
more	bearable	for	Sodom	on	the	
day	of	judgment	than	for	you.” 

Sodom	–	symbol	of	
wickedness	and	judgment;	
Day	of	judgment	–	Zinal	
divine	reckoning. 

Unrepentance	in	the	face	
of	revelation	is	worse	
than	blatant	sin	without	
truth. 

Don’t	ignore	God’s	
mercy—repentance	is	
the	proper	response	to	
revelation. 
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Summary Revelation	

This passage reveals that spiritual privilege brings spiritual responsibility. Jesus rebukes the cities that witnessed His greatest 
miracles yet failed to repent, showing that unbelief in the presence of revelation leads to judgment. 
The contrast with Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom reminds us that God values humility and repentance over status and exposure to truth. 

👉 Revelation calls for response—seeing Jesus’ works and hearing His Word requires a change of heart, not passive 
acknowledgment. 

 
Cross References 

Matthew 11:20 

“Then Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most of his miracles had been performed, because they did not repent.” 

• Cross References 
o Luke 10:13 – Parallel passage where Jesus pronounces woes on unrepentant cities. 
o John 15:22 – “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin.” 
o Romans 2:4 – “God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance.” 

• Theme: Miracles demand response—God’s revelation always calls for repentance, not mere admiration. 

 

Matthew 11:21 

“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.” 

• Cross References 
o Luke 10:13–14 – Identical rebuke of Chorazin and Bethsaida. 
o Jonah 3:5–10 – The people of Nineveh repented at Jonah’s preaching. 



o Ezekiel 28:2–8 – Tyre condemned for pride, yet Jesus says it would have repented sooner. 
• Theme: Greater light brings greater accountability—those who see God’s works yet reject Him face deeper judgment. 

 

Matthew 11:22 

“But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you.” 

• Cross References 
o Matthew 10:15 – Similar statement about Sodom’s judgment. 
o Luke 12:47–48 – “The servant who knows his master’s will and does not do it will be beaten with many blows.” 
o Hebrews 10:26–27 – “If we deliberately keep on sinning after receiving the knowledge of the truth…” 

• Theme: Degrees of judgment exist—those who know the truth but ignore it face stricter accountability. 

 

Matthew 11:23 

“And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades.” 

• Cross References 
o Isaiah 14:13–15 – “You said in your heart, I will ascend to the heavens... but you are brought down to the realm of the 

dead.” 
o Luke 10:15 – Parallel statement about Capernaum’s pride and fall. 
o Proverbs 16:18 – “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” 

• Theme: Spiritual pride leads to ruin—elevation without repentance results in condemnation. 

 

 

 



Matthew 11:24 

“But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you.” 

• Cross References 
o Genesis 19:24–28 – God’s destruction of Sodom for wickedness. 
o Ezekiel 16:49–50 – Sodom’s sin was arrogance, neglecting the poor, and pride. 
o Luke 17:28–30 – Jesus compares His coming judgment to the days of Sodom. 

• Theme: Rejection of revelation is worse than ignorance—knowing truth yet refusing it is the gravest sin. 


