
Matthew 12:43-50 
The Sign of Jonah (continued)  
The True Family of Jesus 

Verse Details Keywords Revelation Application 
Matthew 
12:43 
 

Jesus explains that when 
an unclean spirit leaves a 
person, it wanders 
through arid places 
seeking rest but finds 
none. 

Unclean spirit (akatharton 
pneuma) – evil or defiled 
influence; Rest (anapausis) – 
relief or peace. 

Deliverance is 
incomplete without 
transformation. An 
empty soul is a target for 
the enemy. 

True freedom requires 
filling your life with 
God’s Word and Spirit. 

Matthew 
12:44 
 

The spirit returns, 
finding the house empty, 
swept, and in order, and 
brings seven worse 
spirits. 

Empty (scholazō) – idle, 
unfilled; House – symbol of 
the inner person. 

Cleansing without 
indwelling invites 
relapse—neutrality in 
faith is dangerous. 

Stay spiritually 
occupied; invite the 
Holy Spirit to take 
residence in your life. 

Matthew 
12:45 
 

The person’s final 
condition becomes worse 
than before. Jesus says 
this reflects the wicked 
generation’s state. 

Worse (cheiron) – more 
severe, 
deteriorated; Generation (gen
ea) – a group marked by 
moral character. 

Rejecting truth after 
deliverance leads to 
deeper darkness. 

Don’t return to old sin 
patterns; grow in grace 
to remain steadfast. 

Matthew 
12:46 
 

While Jesus was 
speaking, His mother and 
brothers stood outside, 
wanting to speak to Him. 

Brothers (adelphoi) – can 
mean siblings or close 
relatives. 

Family sought Him, but 
He prioritized spiritual 
connection over 
bloodline. 

Jesus values spiritual 
kinship over natural 
ties—faith defines 
family. 

Matthew 
12:47 
 

Someone tells Jesus, 
“Your mother and 
brothers are standing 
outside, wanting to speak 
to you.” 

Outside (exō) – separated 
from where Jesus is teaching. 

Physical closeness does 
not equal spiritual 
nearness. 

Seek relationship with 
Jesus through 
obedience, not 
proximity or heritage. 
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Verse Details Keywords Revelation Application 
Matthew 
12:48 

Jesus responds, “Who is my 
mother, and who are my 
brothers?” 

Who (tis) – rhetorical 
question inviting reflection. 

Jesus redefines 
family—not by blood, 
but by faith and 
obedience. 

God’s family is made 
up of those who 
follow His will. 

Matthew 
12:49 
 

Pointing to His disciples, He 
says, “Here are my mother and 
my brothers.” 

Disciples (mathētēs) – 
learners, followers. 

Obedience to God’s 
Word creates true 
belonging in His 
family. 

You belong to God’s 
household when you 
follow Jesus 
wholeheartedly. 

Matthew 
12:49 

“For whoever does the will of 
my Father in heaven is my 
brother and sister and mother.” 

Will (thelēma) – desire, 
purpose, or 
plan; Father (patēr) – 
source and sustainer. 

Spiritual kinship 
surpasses human 
relationships; doing 
God’s will unites 
believers. 

Your obedience makes 
you part of God’s 
eternal family. 

 
 
 
 
Summary Revelation 
Jesus	teaches	that	deliverance must lead to discipleship—freedom	from	sin	without	the	indwelling	Spirit	leaves	
one	vulnerable	to	worse	bondage.	
 
Then,	He	rede=ines	family:	true belonging is not biological but spiritual,	grounded	in	obedience	to	God’s	will.	
 
🕊	Faith makes family, and obedience keeps freedom. 
 



 
Cross References 

Matthew 12:43 

“When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it.” 

• Cross References: 
o Luke 11:24 – Parallel passage; unclean spirit wanders through dry places seeking rest. 
o Job 1:7 – Satan roams the earth, restless and seeking influence. 
o 1 Peter 5:8 – “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” 

• Theme: Deliverance without discipleship leads to vulnerability. 
Evil is restless and seeks entry wherever spiritual emptiness exists. 

 

Matthew 12:44 

“Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean, and put in order.” 

• Cross References: 
o Luke 11:25 – The spirit finds the house “swept and in order.” 
o Ephesians 5:18 – “Be filled with the Spirit.” 
o Colossians 3:16 – “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” 
o John 15:4 – “Abide in me, and I will abide in you.” 

• Theme: Spiritual emptiness invites relapse. 
Freedom must be filled with faith and the Holy Spirit to remain firm. 

 

 



Matthew 12:45 

“Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself… The final condition of that person is worse than the first.” 

• Cross References: 
o Luke 11:26 – The person’s condition becomes worse than before. 
o 2 Peter 2:20–21 – “If they have escaped the corruption of the world… and are again entangled, they are worse off.” 
o Hebrews 6:4–6 – Those who experience truth and turn away cannot easily be restored. 

• Theme: Rejection after revelation brings greater judgment. 
True repentance must be followed by perseverance in faith. 

 

Matthew 12:46 

“While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak to him.” 

• Cross References: 
o Mark 3:31–32 – The family of Jesus seeks Him outside. 
o Luke 8:19–20 – Mary and His brothers could not reach Him because of the crowd. 
o John 7:5 – Even His brothers did not believe in Him at first. 

• Theme: Physical nearness is not the same as spiritual closeness. 
Relationship with Christ is based on faith, not bloodline. 

 

Matthew 12:47 

“Someone told him, ‘Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you.’” 

• Cross References: 
o Luke 8:20 – Almost identical wording. 
o Revelation 3:20 – “I stand at the door and knock.” 



• Theme: Being “outside” symbolizes separation. 
Many stand near Jesus physically but remain spiritually distant. 

 

Matthew 12:48 

“He replied to him, ‘Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?’” 

• Cross References: 
o John 19:26–27 – Jesus entrusts Mary to John, redefining family spiritually. 
o Matthew 10:37 – “Anyone who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me.” 

• Theme: Jesus redefines family around obedience, not genetics. 
The spiritual family is eternal; the physical one is temporary. 

 

Matthew 12:49 

“Pointing to his disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers.’” 

• Cross References: 
o Luke 8:21 – “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.” 
o John 15:14 – “You are my friends if you do what I command.” 

• Theme: Obedience defines belonging. 
Discipleship is the mark of true family in God’s kingdom. 

 

 

 



Matthew 12:50 

“For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 

• Cross References: 
o John 14:21 – “Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me.” 
o Romans 8:14–17 – Those led by the Spirit are God’s children and heirs. 
o Ephesians 2:19 – “You are members of God’s household.” 

• Theme: Doing God’s will creates spiritual kinship. 
True believers are part of the family of God through faith and obedience. 

 


